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INTRODUCTION 
Was Jesus crucified?  

If you’ve ever asked this question, you are probably asking about two 
things at once. First, you might ask, was Jesus executed on a cross? This 
is an historical question. Secondly, you might ask, was there a meaning or 
purpose in what happened to Jesus? This is a theological question. Both 
questions deserve our attention.

Jesus’ crucifixion has long divided opinion. For Christians, it’s an historical 
event, and an important and necessary part of Jesus’ earthly ministry. 
Christians see Jesus’ death on the cross as an act of atoning sacrifice ‘for 
our sins’. It brings forgiveness to all who trust Jesus and ‘repent’, turning 
away from our sinful paths.

However, for many Muslims the very idea that Jesus was crucified and died 
‘for our sins’ is scandalous and offensive. It is rejected both as an historical 
event and a theological one. After all, why would Allah allow his prophet to 
die on a cross in this dishonourable way? Is Allah not mighty to forgive sins 
of mankind by simply saying ‘you’re forgiven’?  

One Qur’anic passage specifically mentions Jesus’ crucifixion – and it 
swiftly rejects the suggestion that Jesus was killed or crucified.1 Other early 
Islamic sources are silent on the subject. Over the centuries, two main 
schools of Islamic belief have emerged:

• Sunni Muslims tend to believe Jesus was substituted for another person 
at the cross. This is known as Substitution Theory. 

• Others, including the Ahmadiyya sect, say Jesus was hung on a cross, 
but only fainted and did not die as a result of his injuries. This is known as 
Swoon Theory.2 

Whatever you think, this booklet invites you to examine the evidence. Why 
do Christians believe the crucifixion story? Where did it come from? And 
how does it connect with Jesus’ life and message?

We’ll explore Christian and Muslim accounts of what could have happened 
to Jesus. Together, we’ll evaluate: 

• Was Jesus crucified on a cross? 

• Was Jesus substituted? Did someone else die in his place?

• Did Jesus only faint (swoon) on the cross?   

Let’s begin by looking at different views about what happened to Jesus.

1 Sura 4:157-158. The following verse, 159, does mention Jesus (`Isa) dying. Muslim scholars interpret this reference with his 
Second Coming in the future, ‘after he comes down again’ (see Tafsir Ibn Abbas).

2 Another secular ‘swoon theory’ was also proposed in the 18th century, but most scholars today reject this.







6

Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking 
in their hearts, and he said to them … “I want you to know that the Son 
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.”16  

Jesus did not merely claim the authority to forgive sins; he demonstrated it. 
He healed people’s bodily and spiritual needs.

In other ways, too, Jesus made claims to authority which belonged to God 
alone. Jesus claimed:17 

1. Unique relationship with the Father, God

2. Authority over the Torah, fulfilling it and bringing new revelation

3. Authority over the natural world

4. Authority over angelic beings

5. He had lived forever, before creation itself

6. A right to be worshipped

7. God’s name, ‘I AM,’ by which He spoke to Moses 

8. Authority over the Day of Judgment

It is no wonder Jesus offended the Jewish religious rulers, the Pharisees 
and teachers of the Law. They feared his influence and hated his claims 
about himself. It was not long before ‘they conspired to arrest Jesus covertly 
and kill him’.18 

Jesus was killed, by crucifixion
During his ministry, Jesus claimed he would ‘give his life as a ransom for 
many’.19 This was not a new teaching. Centuries before, the Prophet Isaiah 
foretold how the Messiah’s death would pay the price to free God’s people.20  
Now, Jesus claimed, this prophecy was coming to pass: 

“We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be 
delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the Law. They 
will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who 
will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later 
he will rise.”21 

16 Mark 2:8-10; see also verses 11-12.

17 (1) John 10:30; Luke 10:22; (2) Matthew 5:17, 21-22; (3) Matthew 8:27; (4) Matthew 25:31; (5) John 17:5; (6) Matthew 14:33; 
Luke 19:37-41; Luke 24:52; (7) John 8:58; Exodus 3:14; (8) Mark 14:61-64; Matthew 25:31-34.

18 Matthew 26:4

19 Mark 10:45

20 Isaiah 53:4-11 – this is part of a longer prophecy which points very clearly to the life and death of Jesus. The oldest intact 
scroll for Isaiah, found at Qumran in 1947, dates to at least a century before Jesus’ birth. 

21 Mark 10:33-34

22 Full accounts are provided in Matthew 26:1-27:66; Mark 1:43-15:47; Luke 22:47-23:56 and John 18:1-19:42
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This is precisely what happened to Jesus.22  

After a hasty overnight arrest and sentencing, Jesus was sentenced to be 
crucified. On the day of his crucifixion, around 9am (‘the third hour’ in the 
Jewish calendar), Jesus was led to a place known as Golgotha, crucified 
between two thieves, and watched by a crowd of spectators. By 3pm (‘the 
ninth hour’), Roman soldiers checked and confirmed that Jesus was dead. 
Shortly after, his body was taken down for burial and placed in the tomb of a 
wealthy sympathiser, Joseph of Arimathea. The Jewish Sanhedrin authorities 
knew the location of the tomb, and placed a Temple guard at its entrance.

Notes  
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41 See later section, ‘What did the first witnesses say?’

42 For example, In The Resurrection (2008, foreword), Geza Vermes, acknowledges that Jesus was certainly “arrested, tried and 
crucified.” Other scholars show that such a crucifixion was certainly fatal. see Joseph W Bergeron (2011), The Crucifixion of 
Jesus in Journal of Forensic and Legal Medicine [19,3: pp.113-116].

43 This belief was based on the gnostic idea that all flesh was evil

44 For example, in Ibn Kathir’s tafsir on Sura 4:157, the commentator claims Jesus’ enemies gained approval from ‘the King 
of Damascus’ to execute him. This is certainly wrong. Jews in Jerusalem were not answerable to Damascus until 636 AD.

THE QUR’AN: Jesus escaped death, with Allah’s help
No eyewitnesses
The Basilidian gnostics, a heretical sect, were the first to suggest Jesus 
escaped the cross.41 Their claim emerged after 130AD – a century after Jesus 
was sentenced. The Qur’an’s later account of Jesus escaping the cross did not 
emerge for over 600 years. Unless we are already committed to the idea that 
the Qur’an is perfect (Sura 98:1-3), there is no obvious reason to believe these 
traditions over the eyewitness accounts of the New Testament.

Lacks out-group support
No first-century witnesses suggest that Jesus escaped the cross. Second 
century Christian teachers immediately rejected the gnostic claim that Jesus 
was not crucified, which was at odds with the earliest eyewitnesses. Today, 
scholars of antiquity overwhelmingly reject the idea that Jesus escaped or 
survived the cross.42  

Inconsistent, motivated testimony
Basilidians rejected Jesus’ crucifixion because they saw him as a god, 
without a physical body.43 But Muslims considered Jesus a mortal prophet, 
with a physical body. They rejected Jesus’ crucifixion because it seemed 
incompatible with his status as as a prophet under Allah’s protection. Both of 
these claims are theologically motivated. 

Second century gnostic groups, like the Basilidians, are not credible sources. 
Despite contradicting the testimony of the twelve apostles, they falsely attached 
the apostles’ names to their works long after these eyewitnesses had died 
(e.g. the Gospel of Peter). Similarly, the Qur’an’s credibility regarding Jesus’ 
crucifixion is weakened because it cannot establish credible links to the 
testimony of Jesus’ twelve apostles.

No archaeological or historical evidence
The historical record provides no evidence to support the idea that Jesus 
escaped crucifixion, or was substituted. The gnostic and Islamic accounts 
promoting this theory fail to provide details, and they show a misunderstanding 
of first-century society.44 
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Passed from the Temple authorities to Roman soldiers, Jesus was executed 
the following morning. Six hours later, and witnessed by the public crowds, 
Jesus was confirmed dead by his executioners. They removed his body, 
and it was later placed under armed guard in the tomb of a sympathiser, 
Joseph of Arimathea.

God raised Jesus from the dead, and he ascended into heaven
The very earliest Christian accounts of Jesus all agree that he not only died 
on the cross, but after three days was raised to life again:

We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised 
him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen.54  

Jesus’ first disciples regarded his death and resurrection as the peak of his 
earthly ministry. This was unusual, to say the least. 

Jesus’ first disciples were ethnic Jews. From their youth, they would have 
learned from the Torah that death on a cross was a shameful thing, associated 
with God’s curse.55 What had compelled them to preach a crucified Messiah? 
The simple answer is that Jesus was precisely the Messiah about whom the 
Torah, the Prophets and the Psalms all testified.56  But Jesus was not the 
Messiah many expected. It was his death, not a military campaign, which 
would establish his kingdom and bring freedom to his people.57  

The Messiah would ‘give his life as a ransom for many’.58 Just as the 
Prophet Isaiah had anticipated centuries before, Jesus’ innocent death on 
the cross would be a final sacrifice to free his people – not from Rome, but 
from the curse and the penalty of sin:

But he was pierced for our transgressions,
    he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
    and by his wounds we are healed.59  

This was a strange message to first-century ears. Jesus’ disciples knew it 
sounded like foolishness to Jews, Greeks and Romans alike. After all, what 
great king, chosen by God, could die in such an appalling way? 

54 Acts 10:39-40

55 Deuteronomy 21:23

56 See https://jewsforjesus.org/answers/top-40-most-helpful-messianic-prophecies/

57 John 12:32-33. For two hundred years or so prior to Jesus, many Jews, but not all, began to look for a military liberator from 
Gentile rule; in doing so they were ignoring what Isaiah the prophet said about the Messiah: that he would be a Suffering 
Servant.

58 Mark 10:45

59 Isaiah 53:5
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The disciples spoke of the ‘scandal of the cross’60 yet travelled far and wide 
to tell about their crucified Messiah. Why? Because the cross was the very 
place where Jesus had won his great victory. Referring back to the Prophet 
Isaiah, Jesus’ close disciple Peter explained Jesus’ accomplishment:

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to 
sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.61  

Jesus died for us, so that we may have everlasting life
In his death, Jesus’ innocent sacrifice promises freedom from the 
punishment for sins and reconciliation with God for everyone who truly 
accepts it.62 During his ministry, Jesus remarked that ‘anyone who sins is 
a slave to sin’ – and being a slave to sin leaves us outside God’s family.63  
That’s bad news. After all, who among us can claim to have never sinned? 

Jesus alone was without sin.64 And he claimed his innocent death would 
free us from our sins, reconciling us to God:

“… the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.”65  

“Very truly I tell you, anyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has 
no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the 
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”66  

This was what Jesus’ disciples celebrated. By his life and death, Jesus the 
Son of God made a way for us to be forgiven and reconciled to God.67 Like 
runaway children restored to a loving parent, we are not cut off from our 
Father’s affection or His inheritance. 

Jesus was crucified to bear our punishment, cancel our terrible debt 
and restore us to God. It was costly for him – but it is good news for us!

60 Greek: skandalon tou staurou. See 1 Corinthians 1:23; Galatians 5:11

61 1 Peter 2:24

62 Galatians 2:1-10

63 John 8:34-35

64 John 8:46; 1 John 2:1

65 Matthew 20:28

66 John 8:34-36

67 Galatians 4:6-7; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21
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• The Jews attempted to arrest Jesus

• Jesus appointed another to take his place on the cross

• The other person was transformed to look like him

• The other person was crucified in his place

There are different views about who took Jesus’ place, and some traditions 
do not name the person. Some say it was Jesus’ disciple, while others say 
it was one of Jesus’ enemies whom Allah schemed against to resemble 
Jesus. Ibn Abbas (c.619-697) writes:

(And they schemed) they, i.e. the Jews, planned to kill Jesus, (and Allah 
schemed (against them)) Allah wished to kill their man Tatianos: (and 
Allah is the best of schemers) the strongest of those who have a will; it 
is also said this means: the best of Makers.75  

Tafsir Al Jalalayn (c.1459) similarly describes Jesus as being replaced by 
one of his enemies:

the one slain and crucified, who was an associate of theirs [the Jews], 
was given the resemblance, of Jesus. In other words, God cast his 
[Jesus’s] likeness to him and so they thought it was him [Jesus].76  

Shia tradition specifically names Judas, Jesus’ betrayer, as the person 
crucified in his place.77 

Whether it was a volunteer from among Jesus’ disciples or one of his 
enemies, another person took Jesus’ place on the cross. He escaped and 
was raised to Paradise by Allah. This was the scheme which undermined 
Allah’s enemies: his prophet was saved from their efforts against him, and 
the shameful death which they sought to inflict upon him.

75 Tafsir Ibn Abbas, 3:54 - https://bit.ly/2C4JubH 

76 Tafsir Al Jalalayn, 4:157 - https://bit.ly/368Mx02 

77 Bihàr al-anwar, 14, 338, 10: ‘It is related in the tafsir attributed to Imam Hasan ‘Askari that regarding the verse, and We 
strengthened him with the holy spirit (2:87) he said, “He is Gabriel, and this was when Allah raised him through a hole in his 
house to heaven, and He cast his likeness on the one [Judas] who had desired to kill him, so he was killed instead of him.”’ 
- https://bit.ly/36ixBfN 

Notes  
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In addition to the Bible, early and diverse writings from Romans,83 Greeks,84  
Jews and Christians alike support the basic claim that Jesus was crucified 
and died as a result:

Our Lord Jesus Christ... ‘was brought down to death.’  
- Clement of Rome (early Christian leader, c.96)85

Jesus, a wise man … gained a following both among many Jews and 
many of Greek origin … Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men 
amongst us, condemned him to the cross …  
- Josephus (Jewish-Roman historian, c.93)86  

When did alternative theories begin to circulate? It was not until a hundred 
years after Jesus’ arrest – by which time all eyewitnesses, sympathetic 
and hostile, were dead – that people began to claim Jesus had only 
‘appeared’ to be crucified.87 These reports emerged from a specific group 
of sects, the gnostics. One gnostic writing, dated to 200AD, assumes the 
voice of Jesus himself to ‘correct’ the testimony of earlier gospels:  

For my death, which they think happened, (happened) to them in their 
error and blindness, since they nailed their man unto their death... It was 
another, their father, who drank the gall and the vinegar; it was not I. They 
struck me with the reed; it was another, Simon, who bore the cross on his 
shoulder. I[t] was another upon Whom they placed the crown of thorns... 
And I was laughing at their ignorance. 
- Second Treatise of the Great Seth (c.200 AD)88  

Claims like this were immediately and consistently rejected by the 
Christian church.89 But despite the firm rejection of such accounts, they 
continued to be passed on through the generations in regions including the 
Arabian peninsula. 

In the 21st century, a significant majority of scholars recognise Jesus’ 
death as a factual and well-evidenced historical event. Dr John Dominic 
Crossan, a leading non-Christian scholar on the historical Jesus, concludes, 
“that Jesus was crucified is as sure as anything historical can ever be.”90  

83 See Tacitus’ Annals, c.116AD [Roman writer] 

84 “The Christians, you know, worship a man … [who] was crucified...” – Lucian, c.165 AD [Greek author]

85 Clement, First Epistle to the Corinthians, c.96 AD (quoting from Isaiah 53:8)

86 Josephus, Antiquities, c.93 AD [Jewish author]

87 The Gospel of Peter, a gnostic writing of the second century, also implies that Jesus escaped the cross, or at least, was 
unaffected by the wounds inflicted on his body. This is influenced by the belief that Jesus was a wholly spiritual being who only 
appeared to have a body.

88 Bart Ehrman, Lost Scriptures (2003, pp. 82–86).

89 ‘Basilides … [has falsely claimed that Christ] did not himself suffer death, but Simon, a certain man of Cyrene, being compelled, 
bore the cross in his stead; so that this latter being transfigured by him, that he might be thought to be Jesus, was crucified, 
through ignorance and error, while Jesus himself received the form of Simon, and, standing by, laughed at them.’ – Irenaeus, 
Against Heresies [I 24:3-4]

90 John Dominic Crossan, Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography (1995)
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These orderly, early accounts leave no room for alternative readings. They 
frequently mention Jesus’ crucifixion, and bear witness to his “death on the 
cross.”92 

The Qur’an offers a different version of events. In contrast to dozens of 
biblical chapters which specifically mention the crucifixion, the Qur’an 
provides only two verses (Sura 4:157-158) to explain its alternative version 
of events:

• When: No information is given.

• Who: [The Jews] said, “We killed the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, 
Allah’s messenger.” 

• Why: No information is given.

• How: They did not kill him, nor did they crucify him; it only appeared so. 
The disciples have no knowledge of it except conjecture. In fact, Allah 
raised Jesus. 

Muslim apologists argue the Qur’an did not need to say more about Jesus’ 
crucifixion. Yet clearly, this account raises more questions than it can 
answer. It fails to provide any details of people, places or other descriptive 
details that one might expect from a reliable testimony. 

The Qur’an dismisses the Jewish and Christian accounts of Jesus’ 
crucifixion, claiming that they are mere ‘conjecture’ with no basis in 
knowledge. Clearly however, the Islamic version of events has generated 
much more internal dispute. Islamic writings, including a sixteenth-century 
gospel attributed to the disciple Barnabas, have promoted a variety of 
incompatible theories about how or why Jesus escaped the cross.93   

Based on the earliest sources and their consistent version of events, 
there are good reasons to accept that Jesus was crucified. Most secular 
scholars accept this as a historical event, consistent with the culture, 
customs, politics and religious climate of first-century Judaea. It is also 
supported by hard evidence:

• The historical record confirms that crucifixion of insurgents was common 
in first-century Palestine. It took place outside Jerusalem in the days of 
Jesus’ ministry.

92 Philippians 2:8

93 For example, Tafsir Ibn Abbas (eighth century) claims Jesus was replaced by ‘Tatianos’, while later writings suggest Judas 
Iscariot, or Simon of Cyrene. Ibn Kathir claim Jesus appointed another to take his place voluntarily, whereas others claim it was 
one of his enemies who took his place on the cross and was transformed into his likeness.
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This is significant. First, Jesus claims authority to call down legions of 
angels from heaven for his own protection. Second, he says that he has 
decided not to do so, in order that the Scriptures be fulfilled. Jesus could 
save himself, but chooses not to. Why? Because Jesus’ death was a 
necessary event: one by which God’s plan of salvation, foretold in the Torah 
and Prophets, would come to pass.

Jesus was beaten, flogged, publicly crucified and confirmed dead
Like all Roman crucifixions, Jesus’ execution was a public event, staged as 
a warning to others. First Jesus was brutally flogged with a Roman whip. 
Then a crown of sharp thorns was fixed onto his head. He was mocked, 
beaten and marched to the place of his crucifixion. 

This took place at Golgotha, just outside Jerusalem. Crowds attended under 
the watchful eyes of Jewish and Roman rulers. For nine hours, Jesus hung 
on the cross with nails through his hands and feet. He suffocated slowly; as 
his weakening arms gave way, he would be unable to breathe.

Jesus ‘breathed his last.’101 Not wanting to leave bodies exposed on a 
Jewish holiday, the Roman authorities ensured each of the men was dead. 
They broke the legs of the other men to hasten their death. They saw that 
Jesus was already dead, and thrust a spear into his side to make sure. He 
was confirmed dead and taken down for burial.102  

Jesus was buried in a sealed tomb, under armed guard
Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy member of the Jewish Council who 
sympathised with Jesus, approached Roman governor Pontius Pilate to 
request Jesus’ body for burial.103 

With Pilate’s consent, Joseph of Arimathea provided a stone tomb (his own 
family tomb) where the body could be given an honourable burial. The tomb 
was sealed with a heavy blocking stone, in keeping with Jewish custom.104  

At the request of Jewish authorities, armed guards from the Jewish Temple 
were sent to protect the tomb, fearing Jesus’ followers might attempt to 
steal his body.105 These were the same Temple Guard who had successfully 
arrested Jesus and driven away his disciples; they were more than a match 
for anyone who might interfere with the tomb.

101 Mark 15:37-39; Luke 23:46

102 John 19:34

103 Luke 23:50-52

104 Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:31-42.

105 Matthew 27:62-66
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 Islamic Perspective 
Jesus was subjected to a painful crucifixion, for a time
In Sura 4:158 of the Qur’an, it is said that although Jesus’ enemies thought 
him dead, he had been raised by Allah into Paradise. 

Jesus was successfully seized by his Jewish enemies and sentenced to 
death. He was placed on a Roman cross, and suffered there for part of the 
day, but he did not die as a result. Rather, he fell unconscious, and was merely 
thought dead. He would later be revived and raised into Paradise by Allah.

Jesus was publicly crucified, but not confirmed dead
This Islamic Swoon Theory maintains that Jesus did indeed experience the 
suffering of a Roman crucifixion. Commentators upholding this view even 
turn to the Bible’s gospel accounts for reliable clues about what happened. 
Shabir Ally, the respected apologist, puts it this way:

There is some doubt in the gospels themselves as to whether Jesus 
actually died at the time when it was commonly believed that he died. 
You see, nobody checked his pulse; nobody actually verified medically 
whether he was actually dead; they just presumed him to be dead. 
… Crucifixion [means] to kill a person by means of crucifixion. It’s 
not just the crucifixion itself, but it’s a method of execution. So as a 
method of execution, it failed [to kill Jesus] on that occasion.106

Jesus was alive when they placed him in the tomb, and revived 
shortly afterwards
Shabir Ally points out that Jesus’ experiences on a cross were not 
necessarily fatal. Instead, Jesus was buried in a tomb prematurely. At this 
point, Jesus needed only to be rescued from the tomb, by Allah or his 
disciples, before being restored to health. 

The Bible shows Jesus’ enemies requesting that his tomb be sealed, to 
prevent his disciples from stealing his body and further deceiving people. 
This implies that Jesus’ enemies feared the disciples might stage a 
resurrection:

“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you 
know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on 
the stone and posting the guard.107  

106 ‘Why Islam?’ interview, 2013.

107 Matthew 27:62-66
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disciples would have had little reason to go about confidently announcing 
his divine victory, power and Messianic status. Yet this is precisely what 
they did for the rest of their lives, and most died for their testimony. 

• Did Allah protect his prophet? Many Muslims are repulsed at the thought 
of a crucified prophet, and reason that if Allah is all-powerful, He can 
and should prevent such a dishonourable and agonising death for his 
righteous messengers. Yet Swoon Theory does not resolve this problem. 
It maintains that Jesus still suffered the full agonies of crucifixion. If the 
Swoon Theory is to be believed, this did not accomplish anything besides 
the torture of a prophet and the propagation of a lie: that Jesus had died 
for the sins of his people, and risen from the dead. 

In addition to relying on a series of implausible assumptions, the credibility 
of Swoon Theory is significantly weakened by its reliance on late, rejected 
folk tales and distorted readings of the early witnesses. For example, 
Ahmed Deedat has skewed the gospel accounts to present Jesus as a 
“miscalculating” revolutionary who fought his arrest:

[Prior to his arrest,] Jesus does not take the eight with him to pray. He 
positions them strategically at the entrance to the courtyard; armed to 
the hilt…115 

Even a basic knowledge of the gospel accounts will expose flaws in such 
arguments. Famously, Jesus sternly rebuked those who tried to take up 
arms in his defence.116 

Fundamentally, Swoon Theory presents many irresolvable problems. Most 
non-Muslim scholars, and many Muslims too, reject it on theological or 
historical grounds. The opposing claim – that Jesus was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, and died as a result – is far more consistent with the Bible, 
with modern scholarly consensus, and with all the facts available.

 Questions to consider
1. Read Matthew 16:22-23 and Mark 8:31-33. How did Jesus’ disciples initially 

respond to the idea of a crucified Messiah?

2. Why did Jesus’ disciples give their lives to preaching about a crucified 
Messiah?

3. What evidence is there to support the idea that Jesus swooned?

4. If Jesus was crucified, but not killed, why did Allah allow this to happen at all? 

115 Ahmed Deedat, Crucifixion or Cruci-fiction? (1983)

116 Matthew 26:52-54; John 18:11
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What happened to Jesus?
Jesus’ ministry on earth was controversial; we can all agree on that. The 
Bible and the Qur’an both tell us Jesus’ opponents schemed to put him to 
death. Clearly, something about Jesus’ claims, or his miraculous deeds, 
offended the religious authorities. 

But the question remains: why did Jesus’ enemies seek to crucify him? And 
what happened next?

We have established that:

• The Bible specifically identifies the charge against Jesus as one of 
blasphemy. Jesus had offended the Jewish religious authorities because 
he ‘claim[ed] to be God’.117  

• The first accounts of Jesus’ death by crucifixion are early and many. The 
gospel accounts give a detailed, accurate version of events, backed-up 
by historians of the first and early second century. Most scholars today 
recognise Jesus’ crucifixion as a factual event.118 

• The first counter-theory about what happened to Jesus was advanced 
by the second-century Basilidians, who denied that Jesus had a mortal 
body.119 Their bias, lateness, and lack of evidence cast serious doubt on 
their credibility.

• The Qur’an’s sole reference to the crucifixion follows the Basilidians in 
stating that Jesus only ‘appeared’ to have been crucified. This claim finds 
no support among the first eyewitnesses.

• Theories that Jesus was substituted at the cross (Substitution Theory) 
or that he survived its agonies (Swoon Theory) interpret the event 
theologically as part of Allah’s plan against Jesus’ Jewish opponents.120 
No reason is given as to why this was necessary.

• The gospel accounts say Jesus’ crucifixion was no accident of history 
but part of God’s plan, to bring those who trust in Jesus into his Paradise. 
This was anticipated centuries before, by God’s prophets, the Torah 
(Tawrat) and Psalms (Zabur).121 

Biblical claims about Jesus – especially his divinity and crucifixion – have 
always sparked controversy. Maybe you’re offended by these claims 
too. But feelings can be deceiving. If you are uncomfortable with the 
Bible’s description of Jesus, or the strangeness of crucifixion, or the 
shamefulness of crucifixion, this is not reason enough to deny that 
Jesus was crucified.

117 John 10:33

118 Good academic writings on this subject include Richard 
Bauckham’s Jesus and the Eyewitnesses (2006) and 
Martin Hengel’s Crucifixion (1977)

119 The gospel accounts are clear that Jesus had a human 
body; see Matthew 27:59; Mark 14:8; John 20:27.

120 Sura 3:49-54

121 See Leviticus 17:11; Psalm 22; Isaiah 53
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Consider Peter, Jesus’ close disciple. After Jesus predicted his crucifixion, 
Peter was horrified at the idea, declaring ‘this will never happen to you!’ But 
Peter had to follow the evidence where it led him. He later became one of 
the most vocal witnesses of ‘Christ crucified.’122  

The Bible teaches that Jesus’ crucifixion was not a defeat, but a victory. 
It was not a mark of God’s negligence, but of his amazing compassion for 
humanity. Like every one of us, Jesus would die. But unlike the rest of us, 
Peter pointed out, ‘it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him’.123  

Jesus rose again, conquering death and the curse of sin that brings death 
to us all.124 He invites all of us who trust him to share in his victory:

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in 
him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”125  

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.126  

Your decision

[The risen Jesus] said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still 
with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law 
of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds 
so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is 
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name 
to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.127  

Christians and Muslims agree that no one can go to Paradise unless their 
sins are forgiven. Jesus claims to forgive sin. He has taken our place in 
death, ‘to give his life as a ransom for many’.128 

Jesus paid the debt of our sins in full. If we trust in him, we will be with him 
in Paradise. This is good news!

And this is that testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is  
in His Son.129 

Will you believe in this Jesus?

It is an important decision. One with consequences.

The decision is yours.

122 Matthew 16:23; Acts 2:36; 4:10
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